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ELIZABETH ANDREW: 

I mean I was just trying to remember the names of the Inspectors of Prisons.  It was Stephen 

Tumim, whom I asked to be our first patron. 

 

PRESENTER: 

Elizabeth Andrew, former Chair of Prisoners Education Trust. 

 

ELIZABETH ANDREW: 

It was Stephen Tumim and then there was David Ramsbotham and then there was Anne 

Owers and now there is Nick Hardwick.  And every Inspector of Prisons has been a firm 

supporter of Prisoners Education Trust.   

 

NICK HARDWICK SPEECH 

So the first thing to say is we’re an independent inspectorate; we’re not part of the prison 

service.  I’m an independent appointment and my statutory duty is to report on the 

treatment of prisoners and the conditions in prisons. 

 

PRESENTER: 

As Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Prisons, Nick Hardwick sees the nature and extent of 

challenges facing prison education departments. 
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His 2013 speech to the Prisoner Learning Alliance identified some shocking statistics:   

 

NICK HARDWICK SPEECH 

Forty seven per cent of prisoners according to the Ministry of Justice’s own figures have no 

qualifications; twenty one per cent – one in five need help with literacy and numeracy... 

nearly nine out of ten have been excluded from school before the age of fourteen and you 

could pick other figures that tell a similar dismal story. 

 
PRESENTER: 
So, should prison education address these problems?   
 
Well, this is the view of a PET patron and a former Chief Inspector of Prisons, Lord 
Ramsbotham: 
 
 
LORD RAMSBOTHAM: 

I’ve always felt that it’s the responsibility of the Ministry of Justice to lay down what 

education is to be conducted, because only the prison service or the Ministry of Justice can 

know what needs prisoners have in order to help with their rehabilitation and there seems 

to me a disconnect between the actual requirements of the prisoners in a prison, which 

include things like learning to read and the actual provision itself because there’s been no 

clarity as to what prisons are meant to be doing.  [AM] Is that because there is this tension 

between whether prisons should be punitive or whether they should be rehabilitative?  [LR] 

I think that’s absolutely right.  It’s always seemed to me that prison was punishment; it was 

not for punishment.  In other words, the punishment is the period of the loss of freedom 

awarded by a court following a crime.  Once you’ve done that, then it’s the job of prison to 

prepare people to live a useful and law-abiding life. 

 

PRESENTER: 

I’m at a London charity to meet one of the staff here, Junior Smart. 

He came to work at St Giles after release from prison.  At HMP Swaleside, Junior had help 

and support from Prisoners Education Trust to do an Open University module in Arts and 

Humanities.   

 

JUNIOR SMART: 
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Whilst the prison estate is only offering Level 1, Level 2 qualifications, they are not going to 

be sufficient for someone with a criminal record to enter the workplace.  Level 1, Level 2 is 

equivalent to GCSE.   

 

Learning just doesn’t transform the individual it transforms everything that’s around them.  

I’m gonna be completely honest with you, without support from organisations such as 

Prisoners Education Trust, it’s going to be very difficult to do anything higher than a Level 2 

qualification, now across the estate it is very hit and miss whether you’re fortunate enough 

to go to establishments that afford a decent level of qualification. 

 

PRESENTER: 

At St Giles Trust, Junior heads up the SOS project, an initiative helping gang members to 

get out of crime and into education and employment. 

 

JUNIOR SMART: 

I came here, I applied for a job, I presented SOS – or the model that is now SOS - as my idea 

for the Trust and I got employed two months before my release and I started my job in the 

same prison that I was released from two days after my release.  So it was one of those 

unique turning points. 

 

PRESENTER: 

Junior was inspired to continue his learning and achieved a first class degree in Youth 

Work.  He’s passionate about his SOS Project.  The Charity Staff Foundation named him 

their Small Charity Champion for 2014 in recognition of his commitment to work that 

tackles some of the difficult questions facing young offenders: 

 

JUNIOR SMART: 

What’s gonna happen when they’re released with a criminal record? How can they re-

engage with society if they’re not educated?  Part of the job of prisons is to rehabilitate, 

they need to be ready for when they’re released and they’re denied opportunities that just 

wouldn’t exist unless there were organisations such as Prisoners Education Trust and St 

Giles and others. 
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LORD RAMSBOTHAM:  

Provision of and access to education and training are two key factors in any meaningful 

attempt to prevent reoffending.  And I can’t imagine that anyone responsible for the 

conduct of imprisonment could be happy with an Ofsted report which says that, despite 

some prisons having state-of-the-art facilities:  “Training and education in prisons are very 

poor and are failing to support offenders into employment.”  And, “in many prisons, training 

and education comes too far down the list of priorities for prison governors and other senior 

staff.” 

 

PRESENTER: 

PET Patron, Lord Ramsbotham sits as a Crossbench peer in the House of Lords, where he 

works for penal reform.  

 

LORD RAMSBOTHAM: 

There’s nothing more important than education, which has been proved over and over 

again to be the single most important factor in any rehabilitation.  PET is a gap-filler.  And 

therefore it’s now absolutely hooked in as being part of the structure because of what it’s 

doing.  Therefore it seems to me absolutely essential that one should keep that in light and 

remind government all the time that whenever they’re cutting things, they must not cut 

this; they must enable PET to do its provision. 
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